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As the Seas Rise

The air heavy with kelp and salt,

the sough and roar of waves—

the shoreline vanishes

in morning’s bright, insistent haze.

A lone sandpiper pecks between

the seashells cracked and bleached,

as the briny wind, grain

by grain, whips up the fickle beach.

Somewhere, the aftershock of storm;

far off, the melting snow.

An atoll caves to tides,

While glaciers calve and feed the floes.

The ocean spills into our world,

tumbling up the sloughs.

The angry tides announce

themselves like a dark and swollen bruise.

The soiled feather of a gull drifts

along the shifting sand—

at last, it all collides:

air and water, water and land.

- David Starkey, 2019
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*All singers repeat ad lib., 

gradually desynchornize, 

and gradually place palm over mouth 

while continuing to sing; 

creating a "drowning effect".  Singers fade

out one-by-one asynchronously.  

The piece is over several seconds 

after the last singer has stopped
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